
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



38 YALE LAW JOURNAL. 

Constitutional Law — Plea on Trial for Murder. — Genz &• State, 31 
Atl. Rep. 1037 (N. J.). A legislative act providing that pleas of 
guilty to an indictment for murder shall be disregarded, and a 
plea of not guilty substituted, and the case tried by jury, is con- 
stitutional. The defendant has not an inalienable right to plead 
guilty, as such a provision as this does not prejudice him and the 
common law procedure is subject to legislative control. 

Contracts — Proof of Terms. — Sherwood v. William H. Crane, 33 
N. Y. Sup. 16. The plaintiff claimed damages for breach of con- 
tract of employment by the defendant, a theatrical manager, under 
which she was to perform at the Star Theater (at a salary of 
sixty dollars per week), in a play called "Brother Jonathan," the 
performances of which were to commence in the latter part of 
February, 1893, and to run until June 1st. The defense was that 
she was not employed for any particular period, and that her 
employment was conditional upon her rehearsal of the part to the 
satisfaction of the author of the play and of the defendant. When 
the question in point is whether the employment of plaintiff as an 
actress was for the run of a particular play, or was for an entire 
season, evidence that the agent who engaged plaintiff engaged her 
for a particular play, stating: "This means a permanent thing 
for you in New York, from the opening until the balance of the 
season," and assured her that the play would not be a failure, and 
then stated the length of the season, is sufficient to sustain finding 
that employment was for the season. 

Criminal Law — Disturbing Public Worship. — Winnard v. State, 30 
S. W. Rep. 555 (Texas). A man furnished some boys with the 
means of disturbing public worship in a church, and then absented 
himself, before the disturbance took place. It was held that he 
was a principal in the offense, although he had cautioned the 
boys to wait till after the services were over. 

Damages — When Not Excessive . — Erickson v. Brooklyn Heights Ry. 
Co., 32 N. Y. Supp. 915. The plaintiff, a healthy and robust 
married woman, suffered injuries on a street railway which 
resulted in the impairment of her hearing, the loss of a leg, and 
the disabling of a right arm. Held, that a verdict of $23,000 was 
not excessive, and that such a sum would not more than compen- 
sate her for the change in her condition. 

Duress — Mortgage of Wife's Land. — Russell v. Durham et al., 29 
S. W. Rep. 635 (Ky.). It is not held to be duress when a wife is 
induced by the importunities of her husband and the threats of 
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criminal prosecution by his sureties to execute a mortgage on her 
own property, and a foreclosure sale of such property under an 
execution will not be set aside on that ground. It is but natural 
that she would sacrifice anything to save her husband from danger 
of imprisonment and disgrace, and this outweighs the fact that 
she is so unfortunate as to lose her property thus. 

Exemption from Taxation — Railroad Property. — State v. Mayor of 
Jersey City et at., 31 Atl. Rep. 1020 (N. J.). The commissioners of 
adjustment of Jersey City imposed a local tax on certain railroad 
property which had been exempted from general taxation by a 
legislative act so long as it was occupied for railroad and shipping 
purposes. It was decided that the State had accepted the pay- 
ment of a full consideration from its grantee when the land was 
originally conveyed to the railroad companies, and neither it nor 
its political subdivisions could repudiate any of the terms of the 
contract which inured to the benefit of the latter. The burden of 
proof rested upon the city authorities to show that the land had 
been used for other than the specified purposes. 

Fair Grounds — Leasing for Gambling Purposes. — State v. Darroch, 
40 N. E. Rep. 639 (Ind.). The appellee was charged with violat- 
ing section 2174, Rev. Statutes, forbidding the officers and man- 
agers of agricultural societies from renting, leasing, or donating 
their grounds to be used for gambling purposes. The court held 
that the appellee, acting as a director of such a society and unlaw- 
fully renting a portion of the grounds for the purpose of carrying 
on a game of chance with dice, was liable for a violation of this 
statute. 

Homestead — Intention — Evidence. — Gallagher et al. v. Keller, 29 
S. W. Rep. 647 (Ind.). Appellant bought a lot and made some 
improvements on it, but did not begin to build a house on it until 
after the lot had been sold under execution for a judgment ren- 
dered against the owner in favor of the appellee. The facts that 
he built the house and moved into it after the lot was sold under 
execution must be accepted as evidence tending to establish 
appellant's intention of making the lot his homestead at the time 
of its purchase, and of the continuation of such intentions from 
the time he purchased it until he actually occupied it as his 
home. 

Injury from Defective Street — Liability of City. — Yeager v. City of 
Bluefield, 21 S. E. Rep. 752 (W. Va.). A city does not insure 



